
Session I: Anatomy of Resistance 
Session I will provide an overview of the interwar situation in Europe, the development of the 
resistance to fascism and its later connection to, and coordination with, the broader war effort. 
We will look at the different forms resistance took, the varied political views and motivations 
espoused by the resisters, including their hopes that their actions would contribute to the post-
war world they hoped to build. 

Readings 
• Roberts, J.M, A Short History of the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 1975. 433, 
435-443. 
• Michel, Henri, The Shadow War: European Resistance, 1939-1945, New York: Harper&Row, 
1972. 7-15. 
• Cooke, Philip and Ben Shepherd, eds., Hitler’s Europe Ablaze: Occupation, Resistance and 
Rebellion During WWII, Skyhorse Publishing, 2013, 6-12. 

For Reference 
Map — Occupation of Europe 
Timeline, European War, 1939-1945 
Timeline, 1918-1945. (Will send this later in email; here is web address.) 
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm 

Videos: We will watch and discuss these in class. 
• Partisan on the Eastern Front during WW2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ens-3319CzI&feature=youtu.be • Miles Lerman, ‘What is a Partisan?” #14 http://
www.jewishpartisans.org/partisans/miles-lerman 
• Aaron Bielski, “Will to Survive” #6, “Safe from the Nazis” #10. http://
www.jewishpartisans.org/partisans/tuvia-bielski 
• Ben Kamm “Liberation of work camp” #8. http://www.jewishpartisans.org/partisans/ben-kamm 
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